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Escape from Slavery


http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/

Directions: Use the website listed above to complete the following questions. Make sure to READ CAREFULLY.

1. Read the paragraph on the first page of this website to answer these questions:

	a. About how many slaves lived in the South in 1860? _______________________________________

	b. What is the Underground Railroad? ______________________________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________
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BEGIN THE JOURNEY
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	Click on 


ON THE PLANTATION
2. Read or listen to the information about Walter on the left to answer these questions:
	
	a. How long does Walter work each day? ____________________________________________________

	b. What kind of work does he do? __________________________________________________________
	
	___________________________________________________________________________________________
	
	c. Describe the place where Walter sleeps. __________________________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	d. Where is the plantation where Walter works? _____________________________________________

	e. Where is Walter’s mother? _______________________________________________________________

	f. What “God-given” talent does Walter have? _______________________________________________

	g. What does he hope to do with that talent? _______________________________________________

	h. How old is Walter? ______________________________________________________________________
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3. Click on the man standing closest to the field to answer these questions:
	
	a. What is this man’s title and job? _________________________________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	b. Why might he whip slaves? ______________________________________________________________ 
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4. Click on the + on the house to answer these questions:

	a. What is the “Big House”? _________________________________________________________________

	b. Describe a typical slave cabin. ___________________________________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________
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	Click CONTINUE at the bottom right corner of the screen.

Escape!
5. Read or listen to the information about Walter on the left to answer these questions:

	a. Where is Walter now? ___________________________________________________________________

	b. Where is he going and why? _____________________________________________________________

	c. What will he follow to get there? _________________________________________________________

	d. Why does Walter run through a stream? __________________________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	e. Why is reaching the Ohio River an important part of Walter’s journey? _____________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________
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6. Click on the + in the sky to answer these questions:

	a. What two constellations (star formations) did slaves use to find the North Star? __________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	b. How did the North Star help slaves escape to freedom? ___________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________
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7. Click on the + on the tree to answer these questions:

	a. How did the moss on trees help slaves escape? ___________________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	b. Why would they resort to this? ___________________________________________________________
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  Click CONTINUE at the bottom right corner of the screen.

Reaching Safety
8. Read or listen to the information about Walter on the left to answer these questions:

	a. What is Walter supposed to say when he knocks on the door of the house? ________________
	
	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	b. Why do you think he’s supposed to say a certain phrase when he knocks on the door?

	___________________________________________________________________________________________
	c. Describe the treatment Walter receives at the house. _____________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	d. What does Walter tell John’s daughter about what slaves eat? _____________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	e. John tells Walter that Ohio is a _________________ state, but that doesn’t mean Walter’s safe 

	because he is a _______________________ and there are laws against _________________________.

	f. Why might people who are against slavery turn Walter in? _________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	g. What 2 things do John and his wife give Walter before he leaves? __________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	h. How do you think John knows where to tell Walter to stay? ________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________
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9. Click on the + on top of the barrel to answer this question:

	a. Which abolitionist that you’ve already studied published the anti-slavery newspaper called 	
	
	The Liberator? _____________________________________________________________________________

	b. Which abolitionist that you’ve already studied published the anti slavery newspaper called 

	The North Star? ___________________________________________________________________________
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     Click CONTINUE at the bottom right corner of the screen.

Reaching Freedom
10. Read or listen to the information about Walter on the left to answer these questions:

	a. How long has it taken Walter to travel from John’s house to Cleveland, Ohio? ______________

	b. After hiding amongst other black families, how was Walter able to make it the rest of the 
	
	way to Cleveland? _________________________________________________________________________

	c. How will Walter get across Lake Erie to Canada? __________________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________
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11. Click on the + next to the smokestack in the background to answer these questions:

	a. Name 3 things that northern factories produced by the 1860s: ____________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

	b. What effect did these factories have on cities? ____________________________________________
	c. What effect did they have on people living in rural (country) areas? ________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________
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12. Click on the + above the buildings to fill in the blanks in the paragraph below:

	a. Even in the North, blacks faced _____________________________ ____________________________. 

	They were often discouraged from _________________________ and ___________________________ 

	in the same places as _______________________. Black communities formed in _________________

	______________________ and _____________________ _____________________ throughout the North, 

	where blacks started their own ________________________, ______________________________, and 

	__________________________. But despite their _______________________________________ and 

	accomplishments, blacks would not be recognized as _______________________________________

	_______________________________ until ________________________.

When you finish:

1. Go to this website: http://pathways.thinkport.org/following/
· Click on the picture on the right.
· Read through this activity and make choices to see if you can escape to freedom.

2. Go to this website: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/j1.html
· Go through this activity to see if you can survive the journey to freedom.
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