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From Compromise to Conflict Notes & Questions

ISSUE #1: THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE

The year is 1820. The debate over Missouri becoming a state is getting more heated every day. To make things more difficult, Maine has also applied to become a state. Your job is to find a way to compromise on this conflict that is acceptable to both the North and the South.

The North’s Opinion:
· Supports both Missouri and Maine becoming states as long as they are free states
· Does not want slavery to expand into the Louisiana Territory
· Opposes (is against) any compromise that makes it so there are more slave states than free states

The South’s Opinion:
· Supports Missouri becoming a slave state
· Believes that slave owners have the right to settle in any new territory and bring slavery to that territory
· Opposes (is against) any compromise that makes it so there are more free states than slave states

Your compromise should answer these three questions:
1. Should Missouri be admitted to the union as a slave state, a free state or not at all?
2. What stand, if any, should Congress take on the spread of slavery across the Louisiana Territory?
3. What should Congress do about Maine’s request to become a state?

Your Compromise:
	
· Answer to #1: _____________________________________________________________________________

· Answer to #2: _____________________________________________________________________________

	___________________________________________________________________________________________

· Answer to #3: _____________________________________________________________________________


What Really Happened?

1. The Missouri Compromise:
	2. Missouri was ___________________________________________________________________________
	2. Maine was ______________________________________________________________________________
	2. Slavery was _____________________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________________________________
		3. Reactions
			4. ____________________________________________________________________________
			______________________________________________________________________________
			4. ____________________________________________________________________________
			______________________________________________________________________________


ISSUE #2: THE COMPROMISE OF 1850

The year is 1850. Congress is in chaos about California and the issue of slavery. You will need to use your best compromising skills in order to settle this conflict and keep the union together.

The North’s Opinion:
· Wants California to enter the union as a free state
· Wants to ban slavery in the New Mexico and Utah territories
· Demands an end to slavery and the slave trade in Washington, D.C.
· Opposes any fugitive (or runaway) slave law that would endanger runaway slaves

The South’s Opinion:
· Opposes allowing free states to gain a majority in the Senate, so doesn’t want to let California become a free state unless other territories are opened up to the possibility of slavery
· Believes slavery must be allowed to expand into the New Mexico and Utah territories
· Thinks that Congress should not have the power to try to change slavery where it already exists
· Wants a strong fugitive slave law to help slave owners track down runaway slaves

Your compromise should answer these 4 questions:
1. Should California be admitted to the union as a free state?
2. What stand, if any, should Congress take on the future of slavery in the New Mexico and Utah territories?
3. What, if anything, should be done about slavery and the slave trade in Washington, D.C.?
4. Should congress pass a strong new fugitive slave law?

Your Compromise:
	
· Answer to #1: _____________________________________________________________________________
· Answer to #2: _____________________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________________________________
· Answer to #3: _____________________________________________________________________________
· Answer to #4: _____________________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________________________________

What Really Happened?

1. The Compromise of 1850
	2. California was __________________________________________________________________________
	2. New Mexico and Utah territories were ____________________________________________________
	2. Slave trade was _________________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________________________________
	2. Strict fugitive slave law _____________________________________________:
		3. Said any person __________________________________________________________________
		_____________________________________________________________________________________
		3. Also said any citizen ______________________________________________________________
		_____________________________________________________________________________________
		3. Created __________________________________________________________________________
			4. ____________________________________________________________________________
			______________________________________________________________________________
			4. ____________________________________________________________________________

ISSUE #3: THE DRED SCOTT CASE

The Supreme Court is considering the case of a slave named Dred Scott who is suing for his freedom. Consider the arguments on each question in this difficult case, and then come up with a ruling on this case that you all can agree on.

The North’s Opinion:
· Believes the Constitution doesn’t limit citizenship to ONLY white people; believes African Americans have legal rights
· Thinks that by taking Dred Scott to free territory, his owner gave up all rights to treat Dred Scott as a slave
· Believes Congress has the power to make laws banning slavery in the territories

The South’s Opinion:
· Believes that since Dred Scott was born a slave, not a citizen, he has no right to sue for his freedom
· Think that since Dred Scott went back to Missouri with his owner as a slave, he should continue to be treated as a slave under Missouri law
· Believes that the Constitution does not give Congress the power to make laws that deny people the use of their property (including slaves) anywhere, including the territories

Your ruling should answer these 3 questions:
1. Is Dred Scott a citizen with the right to sue in federal court?
2. Did Dred Scott’s visit to a free territory make him a free man?
3. Should Congress have the power to ban slavery in the territories?

Your Ruling:

· Answer to #1: _____________________________________________________________________________

· Answer to #2: _____________________________________________________________________________

· Answer to #3: _____________________________________________________________________________

What really happened?

1. Dred Scott Decision:
	2. African Americans ______________________________________________________________________
	___________________________________________________________________________________________
		3. __________________________________________________________________________________
	2. Scott ___________________________________________________________________________________
	2. Congress _______________________________________________________________________________
		3. Must protect _____________________________________________________________________
		____________________________________________________________________________________
		3. Cannot __________________________________________________________________________
		____________________________________________________________________________________
	2. The Missouri Compromise was __________________________________________________________


ISSUE #4: SECESSION

It is the end of 1860. Abraham Lincoln has just been elected president, much to the disappointment of many southerners. The slave states are talking about seceding (leaving the union). Your job is to come to a compromise on slavery that will prevent civil war.

The North’s Opinion:
· Believes that slavery is immoral and must not be allowed to expand
· Thinks secession (leaving the union) is illegal; once a state, always a state.
· Wants the union to be preserved and will fight to keep it together

The South’s Opinion:
· Believes that slavery is moral and should be allowed to expand
· Think that a state comes into the union by its own choice and should have the right to secede (leave the union) whenever it chooses
· Wants the South and its way of life to be preserved and protected; will seceded if their rights are threatened

Your plan to save the union should answer these 4 questions:
1. What should be done about slavery where it already exists?
2. What should be done about expanding slavery into the territories?
3. What should be done about fugitive slaves?
4. What should the government do if a state decides to secede?

Your Plan to Save the Union:

· Answer to #1: _____________________________________________________________________________

· Answer to #2: _____________________________________________________________________________

· Answer to #3: _____________________________________________________________________________

· Answer to #4: _____________________________________________________________________________

What really happened?

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________________
	2. Led by South Carolina, __________________________________________________________________
	2. ________________________________________ (Charleston, South Carolina)
		3. The South ________________________________________________________________________
		_____________________________________________________________________________________
		3. __________________________________________________ 
		3. __________________________________________________________________________________ 


