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MISSION 1: “For Crown or Colony?”
Part 2: A Death in Boston (February 22, 1770) 
 Document-Based Activity:
A Reaction to Christopher Seider’s Death by a Loyalist
Directions: 
Thomas Hutchinson was the Loyalist governor of the Massachusetts Bay, the colony that included the city of Boston, when Christopher Seider was killed by the customs informer Ebenezer Richardson.  The following is an excerpt from his diary.  

	
“…when the boy was killed by Richardson, the sons of liberty in Boston, if it had been in their power to have brought him to life again, would not have done it, but would have chosen the grand funeral….”




A Reaction to Christopher Seider’s Death by a Loyalist:

1. What does Governor Hutchinson mean here?  Paraphrase this quotation.
	

	

	

	



2. Based on what you overheard in the meeting in the Long Room, what reasons do you have to believe that the governor was exaggerating?  Would the Sons of Liberty have brought him back to life if they could have?  What point is the governor making here?   
	

	

	

	



3. Are the Patriots planning to use Christopher’s death to their advantage?  Do you feel that it’s wrong to use the death of an innocent person to advance a cause that you believe is right?  Is it respectful of the memory of the dead person?  Of that person’s family?  Explain.
	

	

	

	


4. Can you think of a time you know about when a person’s death has been used to advance a cause?  Tell about it.
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